Lee, Sungbom(2012), “A Pragmatic Approach to Non-truthfulness of Advertising
Language,” Language ¢ Information Society 18. The present study is an attempt to provide a
pragmatic analysis on the non-truthfulness of one of the most strategic uses of language today,
namely advertising language. Despite the wide-spread use of terms like ‘false or exaggerating
advertisements in our daily life, the correct definition of non-truthfulness of advertising lan-
guage from a pragmatic point of view has not been given. The paper aims to deal with more
clear and specific concepts and to suggest linguistic criteria for those hypes and fraudulent
advertising messages. To this end, non-truthful advertising language is classified into three
different, well-defined categories and the characteristics of each category as well as the possible

implicatures of covert advertising messages are discussed in terms of neo-Gricean pragmatics.
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(2)  Man cannot live by bread alone; he must have soup. (Alfonso Cevola)
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(5)  Smoother, slower burning Pall Mall.
Last longer. (Brown Williamson Tobacco)
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burning. Pall Mall lasts longer than any other cigarette.
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(7)  A:Who is faster, Usain Bolt or Asapa Powell?
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(12) Kay: How much do you earn?
Paul: I earn £ 24,000 a year.
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(16) 7}. Maxim of Strength: 2 @3+ A ® o} & Ws}A] a),
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(17) Aftate for Athlete’s foot, with a medication that kills athlete’s foot fungus on contact.
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(18) 7}. Aftate kills athlete’s foot fungus on contact.
L} Aftate does not kil athlete’s foot fungus on contact.
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(19) If the Sleeping Beauty had been a smoker, she'd still be asleep.
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(22) Otoko wa seino
man Top capacity/sex ability
‘For a man, it is capacity sexual ability (which is desirable).
(Japan Tech 21)
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